
 

Colonel Matthew L. Murphy was born in Waterloo, Iowa 10 April 1959.   He 
enlisted in the Iowa Army National Guard on 22 August 1978. He attended 
Officer Candidate School and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in 
July1980. He has a Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration from Upper 
Iowa University. 

Colonel Murphy’s leadership assignments include: Rifle Platoon Leader, 
Rifle Company Commander, Headquarters Company Commander and 
Infantry Battalion Commander. His staff assignments include: Battalion S3 
Air, Battalion S3, Battalion XO, Brigade S3, Brigade XO, Chief of 
Operations for TRADOC Deputy Chief of Staff for Education, Director of 
The Army School System Directorate, Director for Unit of Action 
Institutional Training Strategy Task Force, Chief of Staff for TRADOC 
Deputy Commanding General – Army National Guard and G3 for the Army 
National Guard. Colonel Murphy assumed his current duties as Army 
National Guard Chief of Staff on 22 April, 2005. 

Colonel Murphy’s military education includes Infantry Officer Basic, 
Northern Warfare Operations, Infantry Officer Advance, Company Pre 
Command, Conventional Physical Security, Command and General Staff, 
Senior Officer Logistics Management, Military Support to Civilian 
Authorities, Tactical Commanders Development, Infantry Battalion Pre 
Command, National Security, and Joint and Combined Warfighting Course. 

Colonel Murphy’s awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, 
Meritorious Service Medal with six Oak Leaf Clusters, Army Commendation 
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Army Achievement Medal with Oak Leaf 
Cluster, Army Reserve Component Achievement Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, Armed Forces Reserve 
Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Expert Infantryman Badge and Expert Field 
Medical Badge. 

Colonel Murphy and his spouse Diana have three children: Christopher 
(24), Amanda (23) and Lucas (19). 



 

 


